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Friday, September 11, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students: 
 
Together, we have experienced many challenges and difficult decisions throughout the 
pandemic.  We have all been grateful, patient, helpful, and understanding every step of the 
way.  Today, we have been forced to make another extremely difficult decision. 
 
Similar to schools choosing how to reopen at the start of the school year based on many 
different factors, schools are now charged with the local decision of determining if and 
how to begin athletics given the current guidelines and requirements.  Each school district 
will make a decision based on facts and factors attributable to their specific district and 
plans.  
 
Within the current athletic guidelines, it states that social distancing of at least six feet 
should be maintained unless the core activity requires a shorter distance and, if a shorter 
distance is required, individuals must wear acceptable face coverings unless players are 
unable to tolerate said face covering.  It is not practical or attainable to keep our athletes at 
an appropriate social distance and it is not feasible to expect our athletes to tolerate 
wearing a mask during strenuous physical competition.   
 
In addition, there is no way to adhere to the athletic guidance and participate in athletic 
competition without compromising all of the other safety measures and procedures that we 
have put in place to allow us to safely reopen school.  Even with all of the safety measures 
that we have already implemented, we are still unable to have 100% of our high school 
students in attendance, and it is considered unsafe to have a bus operate at full capacity.  
Everyone has to be masked and/or socially distanced.  Physical education classes are 
extremely restricted, and students must be spaced at least 12 feet apart to participate in any 
type of rigorous physical activity or music class.  We are not allowing any after school 
gatherings, concerts, events, assemblies, or evening facilities use requests.  Visitors are not 
allowed to enter our buildings and our locker rooms are closed.   
 
Athletics are a very important part of our school and our community.   They serve as an 
avenue for our students to build character, integrity, teamwork, and leadership while being 
active and competitive.  We would love to see our students participating in sports as soon 
as possible just as we would love to see 100% of our students back in school.  However, 
given all of the guidelines and safety procedures that Remsen has put in place, we are 
unable to allow athletics at this time.   
 
Please know that we understand how hard this news is to hear, especially for our juniors 
and seniors.  We know that this decision will upset and frustrate many people.  We know 
how much our kids would like to play, and how greatly our dedicated parents would like to 
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cheer them on.  We also know that our students have participated in club activities over the 
summer and that some may ask what the difference is.  And, we know that there are many 
different views on the pandemic itself. 
 
As a school district, it is our responsibility to adhere to our current pandemic safety plan 
and procedures.  With the requirements of our safety plan, allowing athletics is not 
possible at this time.  It is hard to imagine having the ability to safely start any athletic 
season until the Department of Health and the State Education Department regulations 
allow for us to safely have 100% of our students back in-person and able to fully 
participate in all classes. 
 
In addition, schools across the state, including Remsen, are heading into a year of 
potentially devastating state aid cuts, upwards of 20%, while dealing with increased costs 
and spending associated with the Coronavirus.  For Remsen, we could face a reduction in 
state aid revenue over $1.46 million dollars this year alone, in addition to the withholdings 
already applied to our final aid payments due to us from the 2019-2020 school year.  From 
a purely financial lens, in addition to normal athletic season expenses, hosting athletic 
events during the pandemic would force the school to realize even more costs as staffing at 
events would have to be increased to ensure that all spectator guidelines and cleaning 
procedures were followed. 
 
Our mission, our fight, our united front throughout this pandemic has been, and will 
continue to be, to keep our students, staff, families, and community members as safe and as 
healthy as possible without additional risks by following our plan.  We also must be 
fiscally responsible and thoughtful as we head into an extremely unstable budget year. 
 
While this decision is difficult for everyone, I am confident that our Remsen community 
will understand that participating in athletics at this time is not possible with our current 
safety procedures that we have in place to protect everyone, and that we will continue to 
support each other as we work through the pandemic. 
 
Our Remsen community is strong.  Together, we can get through anything.  Thank you for 
your understanding and for your continued support.  
 
 
 
Have a great evening. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Timothy Jenny 
Superintendent 
 
 

 


